and, in many cases, a no less serious social menace; consequently, that their ascertainment, correct diagnosis, and proper administrative care, have become matters which the Nation can no longer afford to neglect. At the present day the subject is undoubtedly one concerning which every medical practitioner and social worker must have an adequate working knowledge.
The term Mental Deficiency is comparatively new. Literally, it may be said to embrace all conditions of mind in which there is marked diminution of capacity. It may, for instance, be applied to the dement and the insane. For some years past, however, the term has gradually been acquiring a more restricted and specific meaning, and at the present day when we speak of mental deficiency we mean a condition of incomplete mental development, or, as it is technically termed, " Amentia."
From at least as early as the fourteenth, to near the close of the nineteenth century, the only forms of such incomplete mental development which were generally recognized were the severe and obvious ones termed Idiocy and Imbecility. Towards the end of the last century, however, it was clearly demonstrated that less pronounced grades of defect existed, and these occurred amongst school children as well as amongst the adult population.
In the elementary schools, at which attendance had then become compulsory, it was found that there was a class of children who, whilst not so defective in understanding as the imbeciles, nevertheless suffered from a degree of mental defect which seriously interfered with their education. Amongst the general population it was found that a class existed who, whilst similarly not so defective as imbeciles, nevertheless suffered from such a degree of defect that they were unable to compete on equal terms with their normal fellows, or to maintain an independent existence without some external care, supervision or control.
In the course of time the recognition of these two groups resulted in the passing of two Acts of Parliament. for the protection of others, it is nevertheless equally clear that the step which separates them from the lowest stratum of the normal community, from the hewers of wood and the drawers of water, is a very slight one. Of what then does the difference consist ? What is the nature of their defect ? It is this. The lowest stratum of the normal, illiterate though they may be, have enough common sense to manage themselves and their affairs without outside help. They make mistakes, but they profit by the experience and do not repeat them.
Their ability is limited, but they have some ability to adapt themselves to conditions outside their previous experience. They may not be able to look a long way ahead, but they can look far enough for their needs. They can make plans for their future, and they can co-ordinate and direct their conduct so as to achieve these plans. The feeble-minded are lacking in these aptitudes. 
